"In-Your-Face Politics is political science at its best. Mutz combines wit and humor, historical perspective, and rigorous science to show that incivility on televised political programs increases people's interest in and knowledge about politics, although at the cost of weakening their trust in government. " -James H. Kuklinski, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign Americans are disgusted with watching politicians screaming and yelling at one another on television. But does all the noise really make a di erence? Drawing on numerous studies, Diana Mutz provides the rst comprehensive look at the consequences of in-your-face politics. Her book contradicts the conventional wisdom by documenting both the bene ts and the drawbacks of in-your-face media.
In-Your-Face Politics demonstrates why political incivility is not easily dismissed as a disservice to democracy-it may even be a necessity in an age with so much competition for citizens' attention. The institution of marriage stands at a critical juncture. As gay marriage equality gains acceptance in law and public opinion, questions abound regarding marriage's future. Will same-sex marriage lead to more radical marriage reform? Should it? Antonin Scalia and many others on the right warn of a slippery slope from same-sex marriage toward polygamy, adult incest, and the dissolution of marriage as we know it. Equally, many academics, activists, and intellectuals on the left contend that there is no place for monogamous marriage as a special status de ned by law. Just Married demonstrates that both sides are wrong: the same principles of democratic justice that demand marriage equality for same-sex couples also lend support to monogamous marriage.
In The Birth of Politics, Melissa Lane introduces the reader to the foundations of Western political thought, from the Greeks, who invented democracy, to the Romans, who created a republic and then transformed it into an empire. Scouring the speeches of lawyers alongside the speculations of philosophers, and the re ections of ex-slaves next to the popular comedies and tragedies of the Greek and Roman stages, this book brings ancient ideas to life in unexpected ways.
"For many Western readers, Daniel
Bell's book will be hard to digest because it calls into question 'fundamental truths. ' For Chinese readers, Bell's book will assure them that at least some Westerners understand them. " -George Yeo, former foreign a airs minister of Singapore "Rarely is there a book so powerful in its analysis, timely in its topic, and relevant in its thinking. . . . This illuminating book should be read by those who are interested in China and by those who care about the future of Western democracies. " -Zheng Yongnian, director of the East Asian Institute, National University of Singapore
Over the past three decades, China has evolved a political system that can best be described as "political meritocracy. " The China Model seeks to understand the ideals and the reality of this unique political system, a system that not only has had a long history in China, but could prove to be the most important political development of the twenty-rst century.
"Benjamin Cohen conceptualizes currency power as the capacity to avoid adjustment costs, either by delay or de ection-shifting these costs onto others. Read this book for its brilliant examination of currency power and get Cohen's contemporary analysis as a bonus. White Backlash provides an authoritative assessment of how immigration is reshaping the politics of the nation. Using an array of data and analysis, Marisa Abrajano and Zoltan Hajnal show that fears about immigration fundamentally in uence white Americans' core political identities, policy preferences, and electoral choices, and that these concerns are at the heart of a large-scale defection of whites from the Democratic to the Republican Party. Sparked by the digital revolution that has made copyright-and its violation-a part of everyday life, ghts over intellectual property have pitted creators, Hollywood, and governments against consumers, pirates, Silicon Valley, and open-access advocates. But while the digital generation can be forgiven for thinking the dispute between, for example, the publishing industry and Google is completely new, the copyright wars in fact stretch back three centuries-and their history is essential to understanding today's battles. The Copyright Wars-the rst major trans-Atlantic history of copyright from its origins to today-tells this important story. This provocative book addresses one of the most enduring puzzles in political philosophy and constitutional theory-why is religion singled out for preferential treatment in both law and public discourse? Why are religious obligations that con ict with the law accorded special toleration while other obligations of conscience are not? In Why Tolerate Religion?, Brian Leiter shows why our reasons for tolerating religion are not speci c to religion but apply to all claims of conscience, and why a government committed to liberty of conscience is not required to grant exemptions to laws that promote the general welfare. 
